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Changes Coming to Trash Collection 

 Since October 2019, Town staff have been researching alternatives to our current sanitation services. Though 
there is a certain nostalgia surrounding the image of burly garbage men grunting as they dump trash into the back 
of a truck, the reality is darker. The process is expensive, dangerous, and economically inefficient. On some days, 
we have to devote nine of our 19 crew members to trash pickup. Some crew members can’t participate because 
they aren’t physically strong enough. Others are nursing injuries caused by lifting the heavy cans. Trash is often 
strewn about neighborhoods—some more than others—because very few citizens use secure containers.  
Automated refuse collection is becoming the gold standard nationwide, making curbside trash collection more 
efficient, cleaner and safer for everyone. 

 In September, we will be moving to Waste Management for the collection of trash. We know you have lots of 
questions, so we’ve included commonly-asked questions on page 2.  We will also be posting information at 
bridgewater.town to help prepare you for the changeover.   

 

Sandy Bottom Recycle Center 
 Curbside recycling changed in an unexpected way with the start of COVID-19. The sorting and sifting 
required became a health risk for our maintenance crew. We scrambled to put together a Recycle Center at 20 
Volunteer Drive. This was minimally adequate, though, so we’ve come up with a better solution:  the Sandy 
Bottom Recycle Center.  We’re working to convert part of our old town shop into the Sandy Bottom Recycle 
Center at 610 East College Street.  All of our bins will be protected from the weather, and there will always be a 
staff member there to help you with your materials. 

How it works: 

 Residents will be responsible for taking their own, pre-sorted, recyclable materials to the new Recycle Center 
at Sandy Bottom Park. Residents will need to present a proof of residency (B-Rec card or Driver’s License).  
Then the items will need to be placed into the appropriately labeled container. A staff member will be on site to 
provide assistance.  

Sandy Bottom Recycle Center Hours of Operation: 

 Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday: 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 Saturday:     8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  

Materials accepted in marked bins: 

 #1 and #2 Plastics    

 Aluminum beverage cans 

 Plastic bags and printer cartridges 

 We will be expanding the list, but we need to find reliable vendors first. We also hope to take a lot of those 
household items which are hard to dispose of, such as paint and batteries. But please give us a little time to get 
our bearings. As always, if you have questions, call our B-Connected line at 540-908-4212. 

 Steel and bi-metal cans 

 Office paper (Shredded or White)  

 Cardboard, newspaper, and magazines 
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Trash Talk FAQs:  What is Happening with Trash Collection? 

When will trash collection change?  September.  

How will household trash and vegetation be collected?  Waste Management will provide residents with 96-
gallon carts and provide once-a-week collection of household trash and vegetation (combined). 

So why will vegetation be included with trash?  At some point in the past, vegetation was collected separately 
due to placement at the dump. This is no longer the case, vegetation and household trash go to the same place, so 
they should be collected simultaneously. 

When will Waste Management come to my house?  WM has divided the Town into quadrants. Your trash will 
be collected on Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, or Friday. We will dive into the details in a later Trash Talk. WM 
will also be mailing an introductory packet to explain all of these details. 

What about large-item pick-up?  This remains the same. This service sets us apart from other communities and 
will not be altered. The first week of every month is long and tiring, but we can’t think of a better or cheaper way 
to provide an equivalent service. 

What about the price?  Well, when the handoff to WM occurs, your monthly bill will go down by $1.29. 

I was hoping for a bigger reduction.  We were too, but $1.29 was the most we could squeeze out for three main 
reasons. First, Waste Management is a private business and is entitled to make a profit. 

Obviously, we don’t operate that way. We contemplated purchasing our own equipment to do what Waste 
Management will do, but with some upcoming water and sewer improvements, we preferred not undertaking 
$500,000 more debt right now. 

Second, while there will be less going on at curbside, there will be much more going on behind the scenes. We 
will have a recycling center which will allow us use multiple recyclers and accept many more types of materials 
than we do now. 

Third, we weren’t really covering our costs under the old system. We were recouping 95% of our operating 
expenses, but we weren’t able to save anything for equipment replacement. We needed a new trash truck, and that 
would have caused rates to jump. 

I’m nervous about the change.  We were too! That’s why we took months to examine possible options. We 
reached out to surrounding localities to find out about their sanitation programs. We found out that most of them 
use Waste Management (Dayton, Luray, Broadway, Grottoes, and Timberville). We were also pleased to hear the 
great reviews about their service! 

Visit our website at www.bridgewater.town to learn about changes to Bridgewater’s sanitation program with Trash 
Talk, an ongoing series explaining upcoming changes to our trash collection and recycling program.   

Mini-Golf reopens July 4!  
  Beginning on July 4, Sandy Bottom Mini-Golf will 
reopen to the public with social distancing and 
increased sanitation measures in place.  Par-3 will 
continue to be open seven days a week. 

 Mini-Golf Hours:  Par-3 Hours: 

 Noon to 10 p.m. daily        6 a.m. to Dark daily 

Town residents always play Par-3 and Mini-Golf for 
free with their B-Rec card.   

Rates (Non-Town residents): $5.00  
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Cautious Reopenings 

 As Governor Northam continues to relax his 
COVID-19 restrictions, we continue to assess the 
degree to which the Town can resume “business as 
usual.”  For the most part, our stance is to do 
whatever the Governor will allow, so long as it is 
feasible and creates no extra risk for citizens or 
employees. 

 For example, the Sandy Bottom mini-golf course 
will reopen on July 4.  We will clean clubs and balls 
after each use and enforce a “one-hole” separation 
between parties.  Likewise, Sipe Center will open on 
July 10, for movies only.  The theater will be limited 
to 50% capacity and social distancing will be 
enforced.  Sadly, though, we have canceled our live 
performances for the balance of 2020.  We don’t sell 
nearly enough Jujyfruits to present a live act to a half-
capacity crowd.  We are in the process of calling 
ticketholders to offer refunds, and so far we have 
been thrilled with the number of ticketholders 
donating their refund to our 501(c)(3), “Sipe Center 
Live!”  (You rock!) 

 All of our parks are already open, but with some 
limitations.  Restrooms are open from noon to 6:00 
p.m. only, because they have to be cleaned every two 
hours under the Governor’s order.  Playground 
equipment, alas, will remain closed.  The Phase III 
limitations still require this type of equipment to be 
cleaned after every use. 

 There will be no Eve of Independence 
celebration on July 3.  (We had to send our Patrick 
Henry re-enactor home without giving him liberty or 
death.)  But at 9:30 p.m., look up.  The following 
week, on July 11, Souled Out will return to Oakdale 
Park.  Properly distanced seating areas will be 
designated and enforced. 

 Arey Assembly Hall and all of our park shelters 
are available for your use, but with some limitations.  
We won’t lease the property for a gathering which 
wouldn’t comply with the Governor’s order. 

 That’s the way things look for now, folks.  Let’s 
stay safe and look forward to a better 2021. 

Y:Jay’s Column About Policy 

“We have been thrilled with the number of ticket-
holders donating their refund to our 501(c)(3), 

‘Sipe Center Live!’  (You rock!).”  

Souled Out at Oakdale 

 We are pleased to announce that Souled Out will be 
performing at Oakdale Park on Saturday, July 11 at  
7:00 p.m. 

 This is only possible if we adhere to strict social 
distancing guidelines in accordance with the state’s 
Phase 3 order.  Upon arrival on July 11, you will notice 
shapes painted throughout the field.  We ask that your 
party remain inside this rectangle to ensure proper 
social distancing from others.  

 The chance to celebrate as a community is long over 
due!  We look forward to seeing you!  

Electronic Meetings 
Town Council will continue to hold meetings 

electronically.  Please visit bridgewater.town for more 
info.  Citizens who wish to comment can send an        
e-mail to meetingcomment@bridgewater.town.  

Summer’s End 
The health and safety of our community is of the 

utmost importance to us.  With that in mind combined 
with the guidelines provided by the state and the CDC 
regarding COVID-19, we have decided to cancel our 
Summer’s End event at Oakdale Park on September 7.  
The Race to the Bottom 5K will also be canceled.  
While this is disappointing to us all, we are looking 
forward to coming back bigger and better for 2021.   
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Municipal Calendar 

July 3 .......................... Eve of Independence Fireworks 

July 4 ......................................... Recycle Center Closed 

July 7 ............... Large Item Collection Begins at 7 a.m. 

July 14 ..................... Town Council Meeting - 7:00 p.m. 
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Follow Up:  Sipe Center 

 It is with a heavy heart we must announce that all 
remaining live performances in 2020 are canceled. We 
have been optimistic throughout this pandemic and 
hoped Sipe Center would re-open for live shows 
before 2020 was over.  However, 
with restrictions placed on 
occupancies of entertainment 
venues as well as concern for our 
community’s health and safety, it 
is just not feasible to have live 
performances for the remainder 
of 2020.  (However, we do hope to return with movies 
at 50% capacity in July.) 

 While this is certainly not what we had envisioned 
for our opening season, we plan to have a very full 
schedule of live performers for 2021 and are 
committed to bringing high quality entertainment to 
Bridgewater.  Our staff will be in touch to discuss 
ticket refunds or tax deductible donations.  Thank you 
for your continued support. 

Articles in this publication are compiled and edited by Town staff.  For information, please call B-Connected at 908-4212. 

Local 
Postal Customer 

Movies are returning to               
Sipe Center in July! 

Please follow us on Facebook & 
sipecenter.com for updates, or call     

B-Connected at 908-4212 

Fireworks will be launched from behind the Bridgewater Community Center 


